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How do we understand Powcr’?

. Abstract conccE)ts like

are metaphorica y understood as

/e power from his enemies

She his autﬁorhy

[Fe the ,é/}?gsﬁ//b
She has been marny responsz)éi//t/és




The One Ring
. TI"IC Ring

embodies power

|

. Jivil characters

crave it

o Goo& characters
refuse it, or bear

it reluc‘cantly




Conceptual Metaphor Thcorg

(cmc. LakomCF and Johnson 1980, 1999)

Metaphors are:
o Conccptual
° Structurcz&

Mc—:taphors allow abstract concepts to be

unclérstooci in terms o1c more concrete

Ooncs




TI’IC Object E_vent—-Structurc
Metaplﬂor

(cf. ] akoff and Johnson 1999, httP://cogsci.bcrkclcy.cclu/lakoFF/MctaPhorHomc.html)

. Attributes are [ ossessions

5/76 a /OI?g nosc, HC‘ 85006%56/756 O[/?UI‘HO/”

. Changes are Movements of Fossessions <acquisitions or

losses)

5/76 that nose from her father, [7e /7/15/05

e (_ausationis | ransfer of IPossessions (giving or taking}
You're me a headache, 5/76 /7/15]0/5

. Furposcs are Desired Ofﬁjccts
. Achieving a Furpose IS Obtaining a Desired Object

fe’s fora Jo[z 5/76’5 trying to a better deal on her mortgage




or

(cf. ] akoff and Johnson 1999, httP://cogsci.bcrkclcg.cclu/lakoFF/MctaPhorHomc.html)

FURFOSES

OBJECTS

Attributes

Fossessions

Changes

Movements of Fossessions

(_ausation

T ransfer of Possessions

Fu rposes

Desired Objects

Achieving a Furpose

Obtaining a Desired Object




e 524 instances of this mctaphor througl‘lout
the tri]ogg

®* |79 referred to goo& powers (Gan&alps

power, ctc.)

e 138 referred to evil powers (HSauron’s

power, the Ring) ctc.)
o 7 referred to non-evil organic threats (Old

Man Wi”owj Fangom Huorns)




TI’IC Object E_vent—-Structurc
Metaplﬂor

] annotated:

e 811 cxamplcs o1c métaphor

e 324 instances of the Of:)jcct
Structurc mctap glels

* 156 image metaphors




or

(cf. ] akoff and Johnson 1999, httP://cogsci.bcrkclcg.cclu/lakoFF/MctaPhorHomc.html)

FURFOSES

OBJECTS

Attributes

Fossessions

Changes

Movements of Fossessions

Fu rposes

Desired Objects

Achieving a Furpose

Obtaining a Desired Object




5cizing Power
via the Objcct I” vent-Structure Metaphor

e 3 of 41

instances involved

evil powers




5cizing Power
via the Objcct I” vent-Structure Metaphor

“(Boromir} would

have

and

he would
have fallen.”

((Gandalf,
TT: i O4‘>




5cizing Power
via the Objcct I” vent-Structure Metaphor

“Boromir that

erran& anci WOUlG

not suffer any other
to : He was a
masterful man, and

one to

i (Ganc&al{
T 7:29)




5cizing Power
via the Objcct I” vent-Structure Metaphor

...victorg was

(referri ng to
the Lor& of the

Nazgul, RotK:i 59)




(_ontrolis Keach

. Longer reach facilitates

scizing Possessions

o Greater control of
resources Facilitates
causation and achieving

goals

e 4 of 8instances involved
evil powers




(_ontrolis Keach

J (Gandalﬂ

of our enemy becomel

Alasi” ((Gandalf,
RotK:161)




or

(cf. ] akoff and Johnson 1999, httP://cogsci.bcrkclcg.cclu/lakoFF/MctaPhorHomc.html)

FURFOSES

OBJECTS

Attributes

Fossessions

Changes

Movements of Fossessions

Fu rposes

Desired Objects

Achieving a Furpose

Obtaining a Desired Object




(4ivi ng Fowcr
via the Objcct I” vent-Structure Metaphor

* | 7 instances

involved gooci

POWCFS

e 8 involved evil

POWCFS

¢ % involved other

POWCFS




(4ivi ng Fowcr
via the Objcct I” vent-Structure Metaphor

“Maghap the Swor&«
that~was~brokcn may
still stem the tide — if
the hand that wields it
has not an

heirloom onlgj but




(4ivi ng Fowcr
via the Objcct I” vent-Structure Metaphor

“Hcrc ] must

(Aragom,
RotK.:170)




(4ivi ng Fowcr
via the Objcct I” vent-Structure Metaphor

“]t must often be S0, Sam,

when things are in dangerz

But you are my




(4ivi ng Fowcr
via the Objcct I” vent-Structure Metaphor

“Friéc would be Fo”g that
disdained help and

counsel at nced; but
you
according to your own

designs.” (Denethor to
Gandal{ RotK:§ 5)




(4ivi ng Fowcr
via the Objcct I” vent-Structure Metaphor

“But will you scorn our
help? Imorwe it to

you.” (Gandalg

“A” my hopcs are
but ] would not

yours. ]Fgou ang.”
(Sa ruman)

(RotK:%2%)




(4ivi ng Fowcr
via the Objcct I” vent-Structure Metaphor

“th such as (m9
service) is, | il

it 1

) (Fippin to
Denethor,
ROtK:§O>




Oeizing vs. (Siving
. (Thc Ring} IS

Precious to me,

though

(]si]clur,




Oeizing vs. (Siving

“Tl‘ncn | heard Bilbo’s
strange storg of how
he had ¢ it
Much like Go”um
with his ¢

07 (68:’3&8!1(,
T otR:77)




Oeizing vs. (Siving
. (Thc Ring} IS my

OWI. ] found it. ]t

came to me. ...

(Bilbo, |
60)




or

(cf. ] akoff and Johnson 1999, httP://cogsci.bcrkclcg.cclu/lakoFF/MctaPhorHomc.html)

FURFOSES

OBJECTS

Changes

Movements of Fossessions

(_ausation

T ransfer of Possessions

Fu rposes

Desired Objects

Achicving a FurPosc

Obtaining a Desired Objcct




Tl"IC Burdcn of Fowcr

e 46 of 48 ‘

instances involved "

good charactc:rs

-

VST




The Burden of Fowcr

Thc King that l‘xung ‘

| b

Siefely its chain about

his neck

LI L




Tl'TC Burdcn of Fower

“(Sam) knew in his ‘
heart that he was
not ]argc—: cnough to .’

(O]C the power the $
Ring could offer) .. S —4
(ROtK:Z ] 6 >




Tl"IC Burdcn of Fowcr

“If what | have done ‘
displeases you, my
father,” said [T aramir
quietlg, “| wish | had
known your counsel

before the of

SO ajudgment

was

(RotK :104)




or

(cf. ] akoff and Johnson 1999, httP://cogsci.bcrkclcg.cclu/lakoFF/MctaPhorHomc.html)

FURFOSES

OBJECTS

Changes

Movements of Fossessions

(_ausation

T ransfer of Possessions

Fu rposes

Desired Objects

Achicving a FurPosc

Obtaining a Desired Objcct




Wiclding Power

e 5% instances
involved evil

POWCFS

e %] involved goo&

POWCFS




Wiclding Power

“King of Angmar long
ago, Sorcerer,

Ringwraith, | ord of
the Nazgul,

. (Gancjalﬂ
Rotk:112)




Wiclding Power

“A great king and
sorcerer he was of

olci) and now he

J (Gan&al{
—otR:337)




Wiclding Power

“.the Loré of the
Rings would learn of

its hicjing Placc and

WOUlA

»

(Glor‘f:inécl,
ImotR:348)




Wiclding Power

“Yet at last...the

(:ouncﬂ
and

drove the evil out

oFkAﬁkwoo&?
((3andalf,

1

—otRK.3238)




Wiclding Power

“Strange and wonderful ]
thought it that the
designs of Mordor
should be

bg such wraiths of fear

and dar‘(ness.

(Caimli
RotK.186)




Fowcr that Dcvours

o Fowcr can be

Pcrsorxhcied

e Personified powers can
“ca Pture” or “devour”
sentient beings who try
to control them




Fowcr that Dcvours

® 59 01(54"

instances involved >

evil powers ﬁ

.
N / 4

AN




Fowcr that Dcvours

« it would uttcrlg
anyone omc
mortal race w )

ossessed it. lt would
S him
.sooner or later the .{
Aark power il 2 .Jy

him.” (Ganciahc Q
FotR.76) -




Fowcr that Dcvours

« _the vision of the
great might of

Mor&or that was
shown to him ﬁ
(Dc—:nethor} the

until it his
mind.” (Ganclahc,
RotK:161)

J
Aespair of his heart \ J}{
@




Cu]tivating Powers

¢ 49 of 7%
instances involved

gOOA POWC!"S




or

(cf. ] akoff and Johnson 1999, httP://cogsci.bcrkclcg.cclu/lakoFF/MctaPhorHomc.html)

FURFOSES

OBJECTS

Attributes

Fossessions

Changes

Movements of Fossessions

(_ausation

T ransfer of Possessions

Fu rposes

Desired Objects




Cu]tivating Powers

“And for my Part, ] shall not
who”g fail of my task,
though Gondor should

it angthing SEEELSE
through this night that
can still
again in
dags to come.” (Gandallc
to Dcnetkor, RotK:§ 5)




Cu]tivating Powers

T here is
hidden (often
deeplg, it is true) in the
heart of the fattest and
most timid hobbit,
waiting for some final

and Acsperate danger

([ otR:194)




Cu]tivating Powers

¢

‘...9ou must start
somewhere (in leaming

to love) and have some

, and the

»

(Merrg, RotK: i 79)




Cu]tivating Powers

“Yet, though you Fight
uron an alien field, the

glory that Iel®
there will be
forever.” (Theocﬂcn to

his men, RotK:1%5)




Blight ., Disease and Poison

e i60fi16

instances involved

evil powers




Blight ., Disease and Poison

“] grieve that so
muc% that Was
good NOW

in the tower.”

((7andalf,
1T :243)




Blight ., Disease and Poison

“« And ever since that dag
(when |sildur took the
Ring} the race of
Numenor has
and the span of their

years has 1essened.”

(’“ lrond, FotR:§ ZO)




Blight ., Disease and Poison

“And ever
\/\/ormtonguc’s

whispcring was in your
ears, your

thought, chi”ing your
heart...” (Gandalﬂ

] T:160)




or

(cf. ] akoff and Johnson 1999, httP://cogsci.bcrkclcg.cclu/lakoFF/MctaPhorHomc.html)

FURFOSES

OBJECTS

Attributes

Fossessions

Changes

Movements of Fossessions

Fu rposes

Desired Objects




]mage Metal:)!ﬂors: Flants

e i1 of 14
instances
described goocl

POWCFS

e the “Flants” are
|

usually trees ancl

HOWCY’S




]mage Metal:)!ﬂors: Flants

“Sometimes like a

, sometimes

like a

D)

small and slender

like.” (S5am,
1 1:365)




]mage Metal:)!ﬂors: Flants

...cholas was

standing..

ti‘loug%‘mcul and

silent as a

in a windless

ﬂigl‘lt. (TT§4)




]mage Metal:)!ﬂors: Flants

“You thoug%t ]
remained in

M@&usel& bent
like

- (Theoﬁén,
T 1:168)




]mage Metal:)!ﬂors: Flants

...adSs 1(:8!” as CHCS COUICJ

strain in the mirk
there , like

, all about the
bclcagucre& citg

great camps ch

tents... ([RotK:116)




]mage Metaphorsz Animals

e 41 of 66 instances
described evil

POWCFS

A

Y

| ~
W\ /e




]mage Metaphorsz Animals
Tkey swarmed

across like

(RotK:.i 10)

RN 7

| 15 3
e | K\ %)




]mage Metaphorsz Animals

« ittle thin black
Fc”ow; like a

himsé:l]c, or Pcrhaps

more like a b
J CSEagrat /gl
clcscribing Go”um, g (%M

TT 442) \‘t\?“‘ JLSE




]mage Metaphorsz Animals
At that (the

mcsscnger 1Crom

Mordor’s) breath

‘ f A 3u'\ ‘
came like Y Iy
‘.; (RN 7

'Y\ /%)

J :
(JTotR:317) K\




]mage Metaphorsz Animals

their

master’s voice

L1+
sounded in their U /j’
ecars aFterthe "; (%4‘3

i= 3
music of Wariwas2)

Saruman.

(T T:237)




Evil mastery | nvolves:

o reacning for power

e steg ing power

J taking power bg

force
e disease and Hight

e animals




(100d mastery involves:

inhcriting power
bcaring a burden

cu tivating abilities

cu tivating peace
and Prospcritg

trees ancJ Howcrs




(_oherence with Tolkien’s Portragal
of the Ring

@/ !

vil

Lmie—oe

inherits the characters

i ng crave the
e | heRingis Ring and try

2 burden LTOLKIEN THE LORD OF THE [N to steal it




(_oherence with Tolkien’s Portragal

@/ !

o Goo& | | '- L_“vil

- nature

characters .. characters
preserve and __ miﬂcﬂcsslg

guard nature clcstrog
TP I e natural

FrEesources




(100d and Evil,
(Hardeners and | hieves
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